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Principal’s Pen
Thank you
One of the best aspects of our school is our ability to look after one another. These are unprecedented
times and I know we will continue to pull together and get through this. Thank you for your respectful,
caring and supportive approach to managing these challenging circumstances. Congratulations Hillarys
Primary School!
Wellbeing
Please acknowledge the high levels of anxiety and pressure that you are all experiencing
at the moment. Health and wellbeing matters most. Spend time together, be active where
you can and start thinking about what a temporary routine may look like and how you can
balance each other’s needs. Maintain a positive mindset – this will be very important for
you and for your family.
Are there positives we can take out of this situation? Are we using our creative and high order thinking
skills to find different ways for doing things or creating solutions? Are we reminding ourselves that this is
a temporary measure?
Also, we may choose to continue aspects of the ‘new norm’ because we’ve re-accessed our priorities or
we found a better way of doing things.
Support Line
Parents are advised that, if they need urgent mental health advice and support for
themselves or their child, there is a 24 hour crisis support line 1800 048 636
Distance Learning
Distance Learning at Hillarys Primary School will commence from Tuesday 28 April, so this means that
you all need to have a holiday and a good rest first. No pressure to do school work!
So that you know what Distance Learning looks like at Hillarys Primary School, teachers will send their
Week One program to parents on Thursday 9 April by e-mail or as a dojo notification. Weekly programs
will then be sent each Thursday, ready for the following week’s student learning. Families without
computer or internet access will be supported.
The weekly learning programs are designed to be self-explanatory. You will not be required to teach your
child complicated concepts, but your support and guidance will be needed. It won’t be necessary to send
all work samples back to the teacher; however, assessment samples will be clearly marked for you. You
will receive suggested learning times to help you establish a routine when you receive your child’s
Distance Learning weekly program.
If any work is too challenging; just stop, have a break and move onto something
else. If you are concerned, please let your teacher know. We are currently
discussing a whole school approach to assist teachers with staying connected to
students and parents.
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Please remember to make choices that suit your family and what you are able to manage. Think about
how you can integrate or include the Distance Learning activities and program into your daily household
routines (I.e - Cooking, gardening, washing, ironing, folding clothes, cleaning, sorting cupboards/sheds,
vacuuming, shopping lists, labels and putting the shopping away.)
Please be mindful that the Distance Learning model will continue to evolve over time as new resources
and capabilities are developed. I’m sure that we will also encounter teething problems or hiccups;
however, I do know we’ll do our utmost to find solutions and move forward.
Student Book and Resource Pick Up – Thursday April 2
We will organise the Assembly Area on Thursday 2 April as the student book and resource collection
point. This will be organised into classes so parents can easily locate their child’s books/resources. We
do ask that children stay at home and parents follow the social distancing and hygiene procedures. The
collection point will be open from 700 am – 4:00pm. Thank you.
Talking to your children about Coronavirus
Our teacher network sent this story to us which helps children explain
explaining social distancing and hand washing to young kids. Click here.
Tips for talking to your children. Click here.
Primary Extension and Challenge (PEAC) classes
A decision has been made that from Monday 30 March, face-to-face PEAC classes will be suspended
until further notice. Any PEAC classes currently run online should continue to operate as usual.
Consistent with expectations of all teaching staff in schools, Coordinators and teachers will be using the
time before the holidays to develop options for PEAC programs to be delivered remotely from the
commencement of Term 2.
GATE Testing
GATE testing has been postponed. Parents have been informed and students will be provided an
alternative assessment opportunity in the future.
Take care everyone and please contact us if you need assistance.
Yours truly
Trevor Mitchell
Principal

Want to stay in touch
with what is happening
in your child’s school?
Download FlexiBuzz on your
device so you can be kept in the
loop with one of the schools main
forms of communication.
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Anzac Day

Even though we couldn’t celebrate ANZAC day in the traditional way this year we still
wanted to create a display to commemorates all Australians and New Zealanders "who
served and died in all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping operations" and "the
contribution and suffering of all those who have served". Lest We Forget.

Bullying No Way!
Over the past few weeks, in preparation for the National Day of Action against
Bullying and Violence, students from across the school have been talking
about ways we can work together to create a future without bullying. C3 have
created a range of posters which inspire positive action to address bullying
which are currently displayed in the school office. Thank you C3 for your
insight, thoughts and suggestions.

Saving the birds!
Last Wednesday (March 25), in C3
we noticed that our magpies were
trying to eat the plastic bags that
students had forgotten to put in the
bin after lunch. We were worried
that the magpies might get sick from
the plastic, so we decided to go for a
walk to try and collect as much rubbish as we could, so that our magpies would be safe.
We collected lots of rubbish and we
know that our magpies will be safer
now.
75 Lymburner Drive, Hillarys 6025 | Ph: 9307 6365
www.hillarysps.wa.edu.au | email: hillarys.ps@education.wa.edu.au

Enjoying the outdoors while being creative!
Hillarys Primary School students are committed to caring for the environment, reducing
waste and recycling or reusing items rather than sending them to landfill. Take a look at
what's been happening around our school this week.
The kids from Endeavour One have created these amazingly lifelike papiermâché animals. They have been constructed from newspaper and leftover fencing wire
from the garden. The next stage will be to paint them... so look out for the finished
products in future newsletters. You might even see some of them sitting proudly in our
school's front reception.

Garden group
These children have been busy preparing and
planting out fruit and vegetable crops including
garlic, broccoli and a huge favourite among all
of the kids, dragon fruit. You have all done an
outstanding job in the garden!

Sustainability Team
This week's Earthlings Sustainability Team restored a tired, weed-ravaged garden
outside the staff room to its former glory. Other students have been tending to
the kangaroo paws and native gardens around the school. A huge thank you to
the kids who have participated in these exciting sustainability projects. Please
continue demonstrating your amazing talents and skills at home (especially the
weeding!)
Remember… if you have any batteries at home that no longer work, please bring
them into the school so we can recycle them. Every little bit helps!
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